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These proportions can be varied somewhat without injury. Too
much limestone impairs the hardness; too much sand makes the
cement porous. When the mastic is to be used, for every 100 parts
of such mixture, 7 parts of linseed-oil are required to bring it to a
good trowel paste. The oil can be either raw or boiled, according
to the time of drying required. The surfaces to which it is to be applied
should be dry, clean, and preferably coated with linseed-oil or a good
carbon paint, before the application of the cement.

A refined bitumen coating applied to the bright metal, hot, has
proven to be the best of coatings for ironwork laid in cement, mortar,
or concrete, to correct the caustic action of them.

The metal work of the movable dam at Lake Wennibioskish,
Minn., constructed in 1899-1900, was cleaned bright by the sand-
blast and then painted three coats of Edward Smith's Co.'s Durable
Paint, applied one week apart, each coating being thoroughly dry
before the application of the next. Observation of the paint in
1901 showed that the coatings had been completely killed and ab-
sorbed wherever the painted metal was embedded in the concrete.
The metal was as clean as before painting, with a slight discoloration
of the surface of .the concrete from the paint absorbed. The metal
exposed, however, did not show the same tendency to rust quickly,
as before the application of the paint, on the short exposure before
again being put in place. The surfaces not in contact with concrete
were in good condition.mof the pigment, luit only
